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    Friends of Murphys Point Park 
    Tay Valley Ski Club 

    Rideau Trail Association, Central Club 
 

 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release: 
 
 

BRIDGE BASH BONANZA! 

 
Tay Valley Township, April 25, 2011 – Partners in the “Help Us Build a Bridge Bash” are 

celebrating their recent fundraiser that built bridges in so many ways. Thanks to 

tremendous community support, the Friends of Murphys Point, Tay Valley Cross Country 

Ski Club and Rideau Trail Association Central Club met their goal and raised $10,244.27 

towards the replacement costs of a bridge over Black Creek on the McParlan House 

Trail at Murphys Point.  

 

The dinner, dance and silent auction fundraiser saw almost 200 people pack the Perth 

Civitan Hall on Friday, April 15. Bids on the silent auction started as people arrived at the 

event with friendly competitions helping to boost the auction bids with encouragement 

from the emcee, the Perth Town Crier.  After an amazing turkey dinner prepared by the 

Civitan volunteers, the crowd danced up a storm to the music of Tell Mama, while 

continuing to monitor the status of their favourite silent auction items. 

 

Later in the evening, Jim and Judy Hands from Hands Auction took the microphone and 

auctioned off some of the more intriguing items that had been donated. A sightseeing 

flight, a load of manure, Rideau Canal boat cruises, VIA train tickets, a year’s supply of 

homemade bread and a summer day-use pass for any Ontario provincial park were just 

some of the items offered at live auction. 

 

“This event is about more than building a bridge over Black Creek,” said Acting Park 

Superintendent Curtis Thompson. “The partnership that has been developed between 

the Friends of Murphys Point, the Tay Valley Cross Country Ski Club and the Rideau 

Trail Association Central Club is evidence of another type of bridge building.” These 

sentiments were echoed by Tay Valley Deputy Reeve Susan Freeman and Perth Mayor 
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John Fenik, who both expressed appreciation to the community for supporting this 

cause.  

 

The McParlan trail at Murphys Point Provincial Park is a part of the Rideau Trail system 

that stretches from Ottawa to Kingston. It also is an important portion of the ski trails 

used each winter at the park and a vital link in the park’s overall summer trail system as 

it passes through the heritage McParlan House site, the location of the student Archaeo 

Apprentice program run each year by the Friends of Murphys Point.  

 

The bridge over Black Creek was washed out in high spring flooding and work has been 

underway to replace the bridge. Environmental assessments, geotechnical studies and 

some preliminary engineering drawings have been completed. The funds raised from the 

Build a Bridge Bash will be used towards the actual construction costs of the bridge. 
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